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Directorôs Corner                                                                           November 2018 
        

  Welcome to November, folks!-Itôs been a fun year for our club, and yet, there are still a few more things coming up. Last 

month, we had a good General Meeting, the Fall Overnighter, and a Board of Directors Meeting. And of course, the Turkey 

Dinner! There were a few not-official club events still attended by some members-the Newport Hill Climb in Newport, 

Indiana, and the AACA Eastern Regional Fall Meet in Hershey, Pennsylvania. One Illinois Region event thats just about 

here is the Ladies Night Out. I am excited to say that after much begging and pleading, we were able to convince Frank 

and Barb Smith to once again take charge of the Awards Banquet. Letôs support and help them however we can!  

            Last month, I took my Dad and my son to see Ringo Starr at the Chicago Theatre.  I would be proud to say that  

makes three generations of Beatles fans, except that my grandmother, my dadôs mother, was one as well, so that is actually 

four generations of fans of a band that broke up nearly half a decade before I was born. I discovered them at the age of 12 

or so, and Rhyse got into them after I took him to see Paul McCartney last year. Ringo is 78 years old and has a net worth 

of $350,000,000. He could easily choose to sit at home.  Instead, he has spent the last year putting out another album and 

going on a world tour. The man looks fantastic and has an amazing amount of energy-he played like a 30-year-old for over 

two hours.  Our little multi generation family was not unique in the crowd. I noticed a little girl in the audience, who was 

maybe 6 years old, singing along to songs that came out before her mom, who was with her, was born. People from many 

parts of the world, had come to see him.  

            I bring this up because this scene reminded me of our own hobby, the Model A Ford. My Tudor, at 87, is nine years 

older than Ringo, and like him, there would be little shame in letting it set at home, maybe dusting it off now and again for 

a cars and coffee event on a quiet Sunday morning.  Instead, a few weeks ago, my son and I packed our A up and headed 

out into a serious thunderstorm and aimed it towards Newport, Indiana. We drove the car to get there, raced it hard (we 

got wheelspin on both runs-no mean feat with 40 horsepower on tap)  against 52 other Model As in 80-degree heat, and 

drove it back home at the end of the weekend. 400 miles and a second-place trophy later, my Model A proved that she can 

still ding and dance just fine, thank you very much. Like Ringoôs audience, the folks driving Model As-as well as even 

more ancient Model Ts, a 1910 Brush, Packards, Buicks, Chevrolets, and vintage cars (ô56 DeSoto? Sorry, too new for 

this event-its open to pre-war and pre-55 orphan makes only) were driven not only by people  who had  memories of  

growing up in them, but by guys and girls who were born many decades after the last one came rolling off an assembly 

line.  

              There are some who say rock n roll is dead, and that the old car hobby is dying. There may be less people going 

to see either one than say fifty years ago, but there is no doubt that the two events I went to above, prove there are plenty 

of people of all ages and walks of life who are fans to the absolute core.       -Mike Goode 
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Illinois  Region Model A Club Business Meeting Minutes                                                                 October 2, 2018          
 

-Meeting was called to order at 7:40PM. Pledge was led by 

Chris Rozny a motion was made to accept the minutes as 

printed in The Distributor as well as Don Mormanôs 

Treasureôs Report. 

 

Old Business  

- The National Tour was postponed due to weather 

conditions. 

 

 - Gilmore Model ñAò Day was held 9/15/18. There was a 

large swap meet, as well as upwards of 200 Model ñAòs in 

attendance. It has been the best financial year of the 8 years 

it has been in operation. There was a spectacular display of 

town cars and town car deliveries as well as wood and 

fashion seminars. Ken hosted a painting seminar with 20 

attendees who paid $100.00 to participate. The Illinois 

Region donated $1000.00 to the museum from the Swap 

Meet. 

 - Chris read a letter from MAFFI thanking the Region for 

their help with the event, acknowledging the Gilmore 

Campus is the #1 attraction in Michigan. 

 

New Business  

- Newport Hill Climb will be held 10/5/18. Dan Pritchett said 

the event has been held since 1971 starting with 100 

attendees, now it draws 1000s. 

- Fall overnighter to New Glarus October 19-21, 2018. Ron 

and George let us know there were 13 couples signed up so 

far. George gave a description of the time table.  

- Hershey October 9-13, 2018 Ken spoke about the AACA 

Meet which attended by as much as 250,000. There is an 

Auction, as well as car sales. There is a car show of 2000 

cars. Anyone attending is invited to stop at the MARC Tent 

for the Thursday Chili and Hotdogs at noon.  

 

- Turkey Dinner November 4th. Dan stated this is the 5th 

year for the dinner being sponsored by the Illinois Region at 

the Elburn Lions Club facility. Multiple clubs will be in 

attendance with an award given to the club with the most cars 

attending. Ticket price is $23.00 per person.  

 

- Ladies Night Out is sponsored by Roger Halverson 

November 17, 2018. 
 

National News 

- 2019 Membership Meet February 28th - March 2nd, hosted 

by Lee Froehle in Richmond Hills, GA near Savannah. 

 

Announcements  

- Susan let us know that Jimmy Schiavone had both of his 

knees replaced, he is recovering.  

- Art Katz had hernia surgery.  

 

- Dick Peterson has passed away, Susan send cards of 

acknowledgement.  

- Joe Passalaqua has passed away, Susan sent a floral 

arrangement. 

 

Greeter  

- Chris stated there were 61 members at the meeting 

 

New Members  

- Frank Smith let us know 2019 membership forms are 

available. 

 

Directorôs Comments  

- Mike let us know there will be a Board of Directors Meeting 

October 24, 2018. One topic on the agenda is the need to 

organize the Banquet. 

 

 - The election will be next month. 

 

Raffle  

-Amy ran the raffle. 

 

Tech Talk  

-Vince had a slideshow on the SEMA event 

                                                 
Adjournment  

-Motion was made and seconded to adjourn Respectfully 

Submitted by: Jerry Tiesch 

________________________________________________ 
Please remember to pay your membership dues as soon as 

possible! You are also responsible for your national dues!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Coming Events 

        

             
  

 

 
 

Freedom isnôt free, and we owe a debt to all who have 

served. Letôs all remember to fly our flags this coming 

Sunday. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



On the Cover: Fall Overnighter 
 
Fall overnighter to New Glarus Wisconsin, October 19-
20-21, 2018  
Our fall overnighter is now history, but it will not be forgotten 
anytime soon.  Six Model Aôs left the Wheeling McDonalds 
and headed west to Huntley, IL to meet up with three 
additional Aôs to form a magnificent caravan strolling through 
the rolling hills of northern Illinois and the southern counties 
of Wisconsin. The Model Aôs made for a picture-perfect 
moment against a background of curves, hills and scenic 
byways.  Little traffic with the exception of tractors, grain 
trucks, trailers and combines franticly pulling out the fall 
harvest before winter sets in. Fall color was just beginning 
with some species of trees already in full bloom.  One slightly 
rainy and cloudy, two sunny days, wind, frost, and a ten-
minute snow storm combined to create a dream come true 
weekend of fall weather. 
Our first stop was the Broadhead Airport in Broadhead, 
Wisconsin.  There, Pat Weagan, executive director of the 
Kelch Aviation Museum, showed us a few of the eighteen 
aircraft that the museum owns.  The museums building is not 
up yet as they are still in the fundraising mode but a short 
walk around to several hangers gave insight to what a 
beautiful venue this is going to be when finished.  Bill 
Liimatainen gave us a very interesting and informative look 
into the workings of a Pietenpol aircraft powered by a Model 
A Ford engine.  Bill owns several aircraft and one Model A 
(31 Tudor).  His passion for both is evident and made for an 
excellent presentation enjoyed by all.  
We also had a wonderful lunch of brats and burgers served 
by several volunteers of the Kelch Museum.  A Film of their 
fly in activities was shown as we ate.   
Our next stop was to the motel and then dinner at the New 
Glarus Hotel. There we were treated to a variety of cuisine 
including a Friday fish buffet.  Entertainment was supplied by 
a Polka band, Yodelers, and a xylophone player.  It was 
amazing and all part of the evening activities.  We then 
retired back to our rooms full and tired.   
We awoke Saturday to a beautiful sunny but VERY windy 
day.  A scenic trip down highway N to the Alp-Dell Cheese 
factory in Monroe, Wisconsin and a personal tour by owner 
Tony Zgraggen turned out to be very entertaining and 
informative.  Tony was one of the Yodelers at our Friday night 
dinner and gave us a private yodeling presentation at his 
store.   We sampled various cheeses and made many 
purchases for home.  There is a great deal more to making 
cheese that you think.  
The rest of the afternoon was spent having lunch, shopping 
and touring breweries in Monroe. We reconvened at 3:00 to 
tour to the New Glarus Brewery for their self-guided tour and 
of course some more tasting.  Back to the rooms to freshen 
up and we are off to Puempelôs Olde Tavern (Est 1893) for 
dinner, comradery and some more beer tasting.   
Sunday was bright and sunny with frost on our cars when we 
woke.  George and Jeanne Lettner had some great routes 
planned for our trip home.  Once again, we found ourselves 
on roads that the county doesnôt know they have and us 
waving to all the farmers in the fields hard at work harvesting 
crops.  A lunch stop at the Iowa Machine Shed in Rockford 
and more back roads to our final destination in Huntley, IL at 
the Dairy Bar for Ice cream and our goodbyes.   
 
 
 

We had five newbies on our trip, Jay and Carol Simon, Larry 
and Kathy Brandel, Rick Walsh and Kat Burton (also new 
members), John and Susan Holmes, and George and 
Jeanne Lettner.  Add this group to some old salts like Ron 
and Karen Ehrenhofer, John and Donna Silvestri, Roger and 
Paulette Halverson, Dan and Melinda Pritchett, Mike 
Gaimari, Mike Kochevar, Larry and Nadine Rust, Bill and 
Cindy Rauscher and you have a colorful group of Model Aôs 
cruising down the two-lane roads.  John and Sue Holmes, 
Larry and Nadine Rust, and Bill and Cindy Rauscher were 
only able to be with us for some of the tour because of other 
commitments.   
We are already trying to plan the next overnighter, hope you 
can make that one.  
 
Your Hosts: 
George and Jeanne Lettner 
Ron and Karen Ehrenhofer 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fall Overnighter (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 


