
The   

Distributor  

Dedicated to the Restoration and Preservation of the Model ôAõ Ford 

ILLINOIS REGION M.A.R.C.  

ILLINOIS CHAPTER MAFCA 

September 2011  

http://www.illinoisregionmarc.com  



Upcoming Events 

September 6 Regular Monthly Meeting                                                         

 Tech Talk Turn Signals 

September 11 AACA Show Oakbrook, IL 

September 17 Seminar on rebuilding brake sys-

tem and backing plates at Kenôs Garage has been 

postponed 

September 18 Model A Day and Garage Tour 

September 23-25 Overnighter to Galena 

September 25 Lake Geneva, WI car & boat show 

TBA  Ladies Night Out in November 

TBA  Stipes Tour 

TBA  Pancake Breakfast 

June 18- 22, 2012  MAFCA National Convention 

                                Marquette, Michigan 
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LLINOIS REGION MARC  

ILLINOIS CHAPTER MAFCA  

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING  

August 2, 2011  

MAFCA Upcoming events  

September 9 -11 55th New England Meet, Whippany, NJ  

September 10  International Model A Day  

September 10  9th Annual All Ford Car Show and Swap Meet,  

Santa Maria Aôs, Orcutt, CA 

September 11  51st Annual Antique Car Show and Flea Market, 

Wampsville, NY  

September 11 -16 Nevada Grand Tour III, Minden, NV  

September 25  50th Annual Swap Meet, Northwest San Berna-

dino, CA  

October 2  19th Annual Frazier Park Potluck and Meet, Fra-

zier Park, CA  

For more details contact MAFCA at 562 -697 -2712 between 

10am and 4pm Pacific Time  OR  

Check the web site at mafca.com and look at the Calendar for 

more details.  

 

COVER:  

Model Ts and As at the first MAFFI Fund Raiser held at Ken and 
Helen Erenhoferôs, Saturday , August 27th. 

Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM by Mike Kochevar 

Announcements  
 
Mike announced no refreshments tonight  

Jim Patterson  will help in kitchen next month  

BOD meeting Wed 8/1011 7 PM at Paneraôs in Arlington Heights 

Great picnic, thanks to Mark, Big Val, Little Val, Mike P for corn, 

Marilyn and John Krenger, Don Morman and his band for the music  

Seminar at Kenôs place on distributors was very good. 
Fall overnighter to Geneva on Sept. 25, LaVerne gave information 
about hotel accommodations and itinerary for trip.  
No awards will be handed out tonight as Val could not make it due to 

weather. 

Events:  Jim Patterson  

RR museum this weekend 

Joliet region 2011 quad meet this weekend 

August 27 -  Swap meet at Kenôs, purpose to raise money for MAFFI 

museum 

Sept. 11 -  AACA show in Oakbrook and potluck picnic in Huntley  

Sept. 17 - Seminar rebuilding brake system 
See Distributor for future events.  
Rose Niermann  ï minutes from July meeting.  
Mike Dennis  ï treasurerôs report. 
John Drengenberg  ï no report as John is not here tonight. 
Sue Szymanski  -  announcements  

Ken Ehrenhoferôs grandson had surgery and is better 

Please sign card for Mary to let her know we miss her 

Sueôs birthday is a week from Friday. 

Sam Donnelly  -  Distributor  

Sam needs articles, would like to have them emailed to him so he can 

format for Distributor.  

Mike stated Mark informed him Website is up.  

Ron Ehrenhofer  - new members 

Colin has joined, Fred has joined the club, he has a 1928 pickup, and 

Jan is rejoining the club  

2 young guests - Frank and Sam 

Ron showed example of new logo that indicates membership in 

MARC and MAFCA 

National  ï no report as Vince is not here. 
Sales  ï  no report as Pat is not here. 
Tech Coordinator  - Mike Podgorski is here for questions as need-
ed. 
Youth  ï no report as Dave Hartman is not here. 
Attendance  ï no report as Val is not here. However Mike Kochevar 

Attendance at the meeting as 35 members, 2 new members and 2 

guests 

Raffle time - Marcia, told joke, held raffle.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:03 PM followed by Ron and Ken Ehrenhofer 

showing a movie on the Model T . 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Rose Niermann, Secretary 
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FROM THE DIRECTORôS CHAIR 

Mark Maron 

Illinois Region MARC Director 

 

September 2011, 

 

Can you believe we are actually thinking FALL?éOMG, 
that means winter soon, Xmas, banquet, swap timeé
YIKES!! And we only have a few months left to drive 
our carsé lets get out and enjoy.  Our Fall Overnighter 
is being held September 23-25th, by Mike and Laverne 
Podgorski, and its time to get out and have fun with our 
club and your car!!  Make sure you all see Mike BE-
FORE you go and have your car running tiptop, we 
donôt want any rubber chicken awards if possible, so 
tune them up, change the oil and letôs go!! 

Thanks to all that attended the summer swap at Ken 
and Helens barn, we raised a nice amount of money for 
MAFFI to help with the museum. Our future genera-
tions as well as us will benefit from the Museum, so 
hats off to all of you that volunteered and were thereé
some great finds also! 

Please note that September 11th is the National meet for 
AACA held in Oakbrook this year. This is one of the 
best and oldest car clubs there are and it will be a real 
treat for all to attend.  If you would like to go I am sure 
many of us will be attending and driving our Aôs.  let go 
together. 

September 17th tech seminar at Kens Barn has been 
postponed and will likely be held sometime in October.  
This session will be on rebuilding the brake system and 
backing plates. As always we have a sign up sheet for 
this.  Brakes of course are one of the most important 
safety items of our cars, and though we have had many 
talks, this will surely be very informative and educa-
tional.  I hope to see another great crowd.  

As you know November is election time, PLEASE for-
ward to me any nominations at all for positions, I will 
again be running for your director. We have many are-
as that need direction. We can always use our NEW 
Members to get out and help and handle committees 
and such.  Please consider what you can for YOUR 
Club. 

Stay cool and keep driving those AôséWinter is a com-
ing soon! 

Thank you all again, for making the Illinois Region/
Chapter such a great organization. 

See you all on the road! 
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A Bear  on Safety 
by William  Henry, Chardon, Ohio  

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Model A Judging 

Standards and Restoration Guidelines permit the 

installation of seat belts without penalizing a 

car's score during judging.  As with all safety 

items permitted by the Judging Standards, "they 
must be neatly installed and in good working 

order." 

Whether you are a purist who believes "Henry 
didn't put 

'em in there, so they don't belong," or, "Model A's 
should look just like they did when they came from 
the factory," if you ever dr ive a Model A,  YOU 
NEED SEAT BELTS.  That Model A dash rail is 
not padded; that steering wheel is not recessed; 

that f lat windshield is only 24 inches from your 

face. And with today's highway speeds and the 

possibility that a modern car will top a hill at 70 

m.p.h. and plow into the back of your precious, 
poorly lighted Model A doing 40 m.p.h., you face 
considerable risk of death or serious injury. 

Totally original, or restored from the ground 

up, a 65- year-old door latch is NOT going to 

hold in a major collision or rollover. The contents 

of your Model A - spouse, children, grandchildren, 

picnic basket, ice chest, etc., and YOU, are go-

ing to be thrown from the car. Statistics prove you 

have a much greater chance of survival if you 

stay INSIDE the car during an accident, and seat 

belts will keep you and your loved ones where 

they belong.   I have often feared for a child's 

safety while they rode in the rumbleseat.   As a 

grandparent wouldn't you feel more secure 

knowing that child was belted in and wouldn't 

suddenly stand up and fall out as you are cruis-

ing down the road? 

A State Trooper once told me that in his 20+ years of 

working hundreds of major traffic accidents, he has never 

unbuckled a seat belt from a dead man. 
Go to the wrecking yard and spend the $5-10 it will take 

to buy the seat belts and install them this weekend! You may 

be surprised but I'll bet you can talk the wrecking yard owner 

out of a couple of sets if you tell him what you're putting them 

in. Then maybe you'll live long enough to finish that basket 

case you brought home from the last swap meet. 

Please allow me to in-

traduce myselfï I am the 

Teddy Bear belonging to 

Arnie and Bert Haueter. I 

was snuggled up on a 

shelfwith my friends in a 

Wiiamsburg Christmas 

shop 

When I caught the eye of a lady. She picked me up to cuddle. 
My heart sank as I was tucked back into my resting place. My 
admirer returned to hug me in the presence of her Model A 

friends gathered in the aisle. In the background, I spotted her husband 
with wallet in hand. He begrudgingly 
handed over some money as he muttered, ñYou get everything you want 
anywayò     ñWhat are you going to name him, Bert?ò, 
he asked. 
     ñWhy, William Henry of course-William after Williamsburg and Henry 
after Henry Ford. 
     Now that you know of my very existence, letôs get on with the purpose 
of this article; installation of seat belts in a Model A Ford. 
I am a óbearô on safety and the necessity of seat belts. 
     My first exposure to seat belts was when we were on tour in 1966.were 
on tour in 1966. We were cruising along about 40-45 mph in a caravan en 
route to Corning, New York. All of a sudden, Dick Dryerôs blue Coupe took 
a heave-ho, rodeo-high dive for a ditch. No teen-ager could have per-
formed the Baja any better. That Coupe completely ignored an illuminated 
mile marker, made a waddling 
splash through the murky waters and rebounded out past the next marker 
with never a scratch. 
     I was thrown out of my childôs helper seat when Anne jammed on the 
brakes for an abrupt stop to run to the Dryerôs aid. 
     Lo and behold, John, Dickôs wife, was still bound in her seat belt and 
the passenger door was wide open. The open windshield gave entrance to 
the ditchôs contents: mud plastered all over the glass, upholsteryé..high 
enough to take in the headliner. Dick, now wide awake from his short nap, 
sat bewildered behind his mud-peppered glasses that were still riding on 
his nose. 
     Thank heavens, no one was hurt-John, Dick and their beautiful A; alt-
hough, Dickôs pride suffered a little for falling asleep. As he unbuckled 
himself from his seat belt, he boasted that he woke up in time to shift his 
car into second gear nd pushed the accelerator to the wood to get out of 
his predicament. 
     The ñU-Wash-Itò car wash appeared quite untidy after Dick ran the 
Coupe through to rid it of all its hangings of mud, grass and other ditch 
inhabitants. 
     As for me, my fling caused a redistribution of my inside stuffings. My 
next comment would be a recommendation that some ñyoungstersò need 
more sleep than others. A constant grind of 6:ooa.m. departures gets a 
little tough. 
     My next encounter with seat belts was on the 1988 Hargrave Alaskan 
Tour. On his pre-requisite information list, John stated that seat belts were 
mandatory for travel through Canada. Instantaneously, I heard Bert pro-
testing and fussing about ruining the new upholstery job in their 1930 
Town Sedan. As she regained her composure, she gave Anne strict or-
ders about the selection of seat belts as he headed out the door for the 
junkyard. First of all-color brown- no purple! They must be color coordinat-
ed ; something in brown , tan or beige to go with the brown mohair interior. 
Secondly, that they they are cleanéno dirt, grease, rust or blood ï ye 
gads! Thirdly, no frayed, torn or worn areas. Fourth, all brackets and buck-
les in operable condition. When he returned, I thought he had gone to a 
parts store for new ones. He convinced us they used and had been from a 
late model wrecked car. 
     I took my place in my directorôs chair to watch Anne and Bert go about 
their new task. They removed the front seat for careful inspection of the 
wood within which revealed no deterioration or cracks. A word of caution 
here. I would advise not securing the mechanism in this fashion if the 
wood is in poor condition. In fact, recent warnings say, ñDo not attach the-
se belts to the wood frame, periodò However, this was a hurry-up job to 
meet the Canadian safety requirements. It was not necessary to do the 
rear seat belts because our seat was removed to accommodate the sixth 
tire and wheel, a case of oil, luggage, etc. In fact the rear compartment 
looked as if we were hillbillies, with all our belongings; actually, we were 
loaded with necessities (or so we thought) level to the rear windows. How 
Model Aôers tour in a Coupe is beyond me. 
     I read someplace it seemed as if our Model Aôs were not meant to have 
seat belts; however, cherish the thought for safetyôs sake, that their instal-
lation will be time well spent. 
     After what I witnessed at the MAFCA National in San Diego when 
some of our friends in their Model A had their car totaled on the freeway 
by a high speed modern car. I was convinced of the importance to ñbelt up 
for safetyôs sakeò. I vowed right then and there to become a ñbearò on 
safety. 
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     First of all, it is of importance to secure your seat 
belts into some steel-whether it be frame cross mem-
bers, steel seat frames or side rails. Each body style 
will require the ownerôs evaluation to find the best loca-
tion for anchoring sites.  If you own a sedan or other 
forms of multiple seating, you will be faced with double 
the task. 
     Since our return from Alaska and the San Diego 
episode, Anne decided to redo our seat belts, so we 
paid the Dyers a visit.  Dick had used some perforated 
shelving called Dexelon. The numerous holes allow 
many adjustments to install the seat belts to the lower 
body frame. Various other strap irons may also be 
used but will require drilling for positioning to the vari-
ous areas of framework. 
     Arnieôs shopping list for the hardware store includ-
ed: 
  4-4 İò x 3/8ò SAE fine threaded bolts 
  4-3/8ò SAE nuts  
  4-2/8ò lock washers 
  4-2ò or larger diameter flat washers 
     Next stop was to the welding shop for: 
  29-1/2ô length x 2ò width x ıò thick strap iron 
     Third stop was to sonôs place of business for: 
  21 lengths of Dexelon. (which he later chose not to 
use in the sedan) 
     Note: some people prefer to use Grade 8 bolts for 
added strength. 
     Tool list included: 
  3/8ò drill bits 
  Drill motor that will accept a 3/8ò bit 
  Angle drill 
  1/2ò  sockets and wrenches 
     Note: If you wish to use 7/16ò or 1/2ò bolts  for and 
related washers and nuts, you will have to enlarge 
holes in the perforated angle iron. Of course, your se-
lection will also increase sizes of wrenches and sock-
ets. 
     Arnie scooted underneath our Briggs for closer 
inspection of the wood center cross sill. 
Although it was two inches thick and in good condition, 
he decided to reinforce with the  
29-1/2ò length of strap iron. 
The shorter pieces of seat belts were attached to the 
side rails. The two remaining long center pieces of 
belts were placed and drilled accordingly. Once the 
bolts are dropped in from the top side, it does not take 
long to complete the job underneath. 
     I have made several inquiries and visits to gather 
more information concerning this article. I found that 
Coupes by the use of Dexelon iron in the rear compart-
ment or trunk may be easily adapted to securing seat 
belts one of the simplest. By using a ninety degree 
angle drill, two holes may be drilled to allow placement 
of the bolts to the frame below. 
     In the case of the Tudor, this is perhaps one of the 
simplest installations due to the easy accessibility to 
the frame. 
     Again, I cannot emphasize the choice of the best 
site of strength for adapting your seat belts in your 
Model A. Most importantly, make good use of them 
and remember to buckle up for safetyôs sake. 
     By now, you must have realized that my mouth-
piece is really Bertha I. Haueter from Chardon, Ohio. 
 
This article was reprinted from the May/June  1993 
issue of The Restorer 

Town Sedan hardware:  4- 4-112" x 3/8" SAE fine thread bolts; 4- 318" SAE fine 
thread nuts; 4- 318" lock washers; 2- 2"flat washers; 1 - 29-112" length x 2" wide strap 

iron. Note: flat washers not necessary if using strap iron.  If wood is in good condi-
tion, you may use 2" washers  and eliminate  strap iron  

                                     Seat belts installed in Town sedan 

Underside of Coupe- using the two existing holes in the seat pan assembly above, and 
drilling through to the frame below, places  the seat belt bolt in front of the body block 


